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Dear Mr Omideyi, 

ICSTIS Consultation on Changes to Governance and the ICSTIS Code of 
Practice (11th edition) 

We write in response to the ICSTIS public consultation on enhancing governance 
and adjudications. 
 
British Sky Broadcasting Limited and its associated companies (“Sky”) welcome the 
proposed changes to the ICSTIS governance arrangements. 
 
Sky fully supports the creation of a Code Compliance Panel separate from the Board 
and the proposal of a smaller Board with a revised composition. Sky also fully 
supports the proposal that the Panel will always provide a legally qualified Chairman 
of Tribunals. We believe that the new adjudication and enforcement processes will 
increase transparency and help ensure that decisions are reached in a professional 
and efficient way. 
 
Sky also believes that the proposed amendments to the Code of Practice adequately 
give effect to the consultation proposals. 
 
ICSTIS invites views in the consultation document on other ways that ICSTIS 
processes may be revised to achieve maximum public and industry trust. We believe 
that the adjudication process can be made fairer and more efficient if it is changed to 
mirror the procedure that OFCOM has in place for its adjudications. 
 
The party under investigation is given the opportunity to comment on any draft 
adjudication decision before that adjudication is finalised. The response would not 
represent an appeal but would allow the party concerned to clarify any 
misunderstanding regarding its submissions made to ICSTIS as part of the 
investigation. It would give the party the opportunity to comment on issues that it had 
not previously considered to be relevant and to explain itself more comprehensively 
where it felt it had not done so in the original submissions.  
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In addition, the party under investigation would have the opportunity to comment on 
any press release regarding an adjudication decision before it is issued by ICSTIS. In 
the current climate where breaches of the Code may be high profile and have greater 
ramifications for the party involved, we believe that the party should be allowed to 
suggest any amendments to ICSTIS so that any public announcement of a decision 
is fair and correct. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
For and on behalf of  
British Sky Broadcasting Limited 


